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CONVICTS TO CONSCRIPTS

Highlights of Australian History
John Driscoll, Gail Reid

THE CONVICTS

Who were the convicts?

John Duffy was one of many people who were trarieg for poaching. The following story tells hdwistcame about.
Country life and poaching

During the 1700s and 1800s in Britain, conditiomsgoorer farmers and workers in country areas @barfor the worse

There were many reasons for this chamginessmen who lived in the cities were able to @tge low prices
because they owned big farms. Poorer farmers coulibt compete with these low prices and were forcedto debt.

New machines, which replaced workers on farms, weravented. One of these was Jethro Tull's seed dril
which enabled more seed to be planted.

The enclosure movement, which forced small fasnbeisell their land, made larger farms for ricome.

Poor conditions and lack of money forced many couny people to steal game (animals, birds and fish)
from other people’s property. This was called poadng. The punishment for poaching was severe. It wahe rich
people who made the laws and it was their lands th#he poachers stole from. Death or (later on) tragportation
was the punishment for poaching

These were some of the reasons why peopleiménufacturing towns in England committed criniesnany
casesit was in order to stay alive.

Why Australia was chosen

Poor conditions in the country and city areas dfl&nd in the eighteenth century resulted in a lotarcrimes being
committed. This was made worse because there wpsoperly organized police force until 1832, whersbBrt Peel put
forward his plan for the introduction of a polie#de similar to what we have today. The London tieb’ get their
name from Robert Peel. British prisons were overdend. America refused to take any more convicey dgifidefeated
Britain in its War of Independence. Convicts weeptkin old ships hulks which were anchored in thers. These
became health hazards.

Where could Britain send her convicts? Sevdealgs were suggested, but Australia was finallysehoSir Joseph
Banks influenced this decision. He had sailed ttaByp Bay with Captain Cook and believed that thisikt be a good
place to send convicts. It had a good water suaptiyenough fertile soil to be self-supporting.dtifa good harbour for
convict ships, and convicts would find it difficiti escape because it was isolated.

The other reasons for choosing Australia were & glase to Asian trading posts and it gave Brigaghance to
keep an eye on French activities in the Pacific

John Duffy at sea

| have never been through anything worse thasithmonths on the convict ship in which | camédustralia. We were
crowded together below the decks in the foul aiistbrms we were sometimes waist deep in wateryMéns were ll,
but our cells were never cleaned, so disease spidaairible time — | had never been at sea befamnd, | was so lonely.

At night we slept in bunks, one above the othechHaunk was six feet square and was supposed ddfduar
people. This gave us each only 18 inches of sgaskeép in

We each had a pair of shoes, three shirts, tws phitrousers, a pillow, a blanket, a prayer bood a bible.
Many of us never saw these things because the\osgdain kept them for himself to sell in Sydney.

It was on the other side of the world, the antg®d the seasons were different, and the foodthmnd were natives. |
could only wonder what life would be like for me.

! This is a far cry from why people commit crimeday, they were not criminals, they were survivtiraas survive or die — what would you do? Wouldiyo
fight to stay alive or just lay down and die? Tae$ of the land were unjust and designed to makealor poorer and the rich richer.
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Convicts at work
There were three kinds of work that a convict ccagddyiven.

(1) Work for the government
This was usually work in a chain gang to buildds, bridges and public buildings.
(2) Assignment
A convict would be given to a free settler to workhis farm or in his shop.
(3) Secondary confinement
People who were murderers or hardened criminale sent to prisons on Norfolk Island or at MoretayBo do
hard and dangerous work.

Flogging

Flogging was a common way of punishing convictsieHs the description of a man sentenced to 10@&&for trying to
escape.

As he was being tied to the triangle, the conséitl to the person who was going to whip him tleah&d no
money to pay for light strokes. The convict wagpgied ready for whipping. He secretly put a mudiadt in his mouth.
The doctor was standing by ready to show wherstiio&es should fall.

It would be hard to imagine a more brutal floggiBgery blow of the whip made the blood gush. Aéach
stroke the whipper would pass the whip througHfitigers of his left hand, from which the blood wabwlrip in streams

The convict’s back was a raw piece of flesh frohiolr so much blood had dripped that it had fillésidhoes.
Yet he did not cry our or say anything.

When the whipping was over, he opened his mouthtfae bullet, broken into several pieces, droppgd The
convict could not stand up, and was taken to thepital where he stayed for five weeks.

Letter from John Duffy to his wife and family

All | have to be careful of is not to talk back orgive cheek to my master. If | do | may as well bednged at
once because they would take me to the court whekgould be whipped and sent to Norfolk Island

| have eight years to serve with my master, and timel shall have a ticket-of-leave. That means | wilbe
able to work for myself. If | can do that for four years and not get into any trouble, | will be a fre man in this
country. We will be able to have our own farm

Ticket of Leave
Ticket-of-Leave was a conditional pardon givendme convicts.
RULES

(1) Leave address at police office.

(2) Do not move from district to district withoutpass from the police.

(3) Be at home from 10 p.m. to daybreak unlessayeuvith employers or have a pass from them ordiagpmagistrate.
(4) Reportin person to the police office in yoistdct in December and June, or send a certifisaigng you are sick.
(5) Be on good behaviour at all times.

NOTICE TO TICKET-OF-LEAVE MEN.
Police Department, 29February, 1842.

Notice is hereby given, that | am authorised byltieeitenant-Governor to offer the Indulgence ofan@itional Pardon
to such well-conducted Ticket-of-Leave Men as sdtve in the POLICE, as hereinafter stated, attipiration of their
respective terms of Service; viz.

TICKET-OF-LEAVE Men, whose term of TransportatianSeven Years ---
to serve with good conduct for six months, fourtgears --- one year, life --- fifteen months.

Itis, however, to be clearly understood, thaPamdon will be issued under these Regulations sudih Ticket-
of-Leave Men shall have been in the Colony forasithour, Six, or Eight Years respectively, accagdim their terms of
Transportation being either for Seven Years, Feunrtéears, or for Life.
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