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Two Laws – One Land 
Creative Scenario of First Settlement Dialogue 

(Overlooking the obvious language barriers) 
 
 
� Captain Goods slowly approaches Kaurna Karpany with his hands up and opened up above him. He has a 

number of men with guns further back and to the side of him as he proceeds cautiously forward. 
� Meanwhile Kaurna Karpany is stationary and alert; his fellow hunters with spears in hands surround him. They 

are talking loudly and emotionally. 
� Captain Goods speaks the first words. 
 
CG - Peace, peace, we come in peace, we don't want to harm you. 
KK – What do you come here for, what do you want? 
CG – We come from far away, we come to visit this new and strange land. 
KK – Why you visit? 
CG – We want to explore and see your land. We want to know what it is like. 
KK – Why - you like our land? 
CG – It is good, it is unusual, we haven’t seen anything like it before. It would be appropriate for us to use.  
KK – Why do you want to use our land? 
CG – Our land hasn’t got much room for people who break the law. 
KK – Why do you need room, we punish people who not follow our laws, we kill if they break sacred laws. No 
problem with keeping people. 
CG – We kill people too, but many break little laws so they only need to be punished. 
KK – How much land do you want to use? 
CG – Just this little bit here would be fine for now. 
KK – How long do you want to use land? 
CG – Just until our people get better. 
KK – Bad people no good, they break the law 
CG – We make them better, it takes time to make them good. 
KK – You use medicine? 
CG – No, we teach them how to live, how to grow food and to work 
KK – Why you grow food? 
CG – We need food like this to live. (He shows him a tin of flour) 
KK – Why do you spend all that time making special food when there is food everywhere? Why do you put it in those 
boxes to store it, instead of just gathering it when you need it? It is much better fresh. When you put it in that box it go 
old and bad. Why all this work for food when you can simply eat all around you? 
CG – We don’t move to where the food becomes available. We make a house and don’t move. 
KK – Why you make a house out of the land, why not live with the land. 
CG – We use the land to help us to make what we need to live. 
KK – Why you make when you can be a part of the land. We know the land and the spirit of the land is a part of us. 
CG – We are not a part of the land, the land is separate from people, how can you know the land? We own the land with a 
piece of paper like this, and then we can do what we want with the land.  
KK – A piece of paper doesn’t prove that a piece of land is your land. You need to know and understand your land, to 
live closely with your land. The land needs to be a part of you and your spirit needs to be linked to the land. If 
something happens to the land you feel what the land feels. To live without the land is to live all on your own. If the 
land is something separate from you, the land is not your land regardless of a piece of paper that says you are its 
owner. We don’t own the land, we live with the land, the land and us are one. We respect each other, we don’t rule 
over the land. We care for it with our lives, our hearts and our spirits – this land is our life. How can you call a piece of 
land your land when you have no part in it? 
CG – We believe that a spirit lives in people and not the land 
KK – The spirit lives everywhere, in people and her land. Why you make all these things to make you happy in life 
when they make you sad? Why you need your big buildings and many clothes and things? We are free, our life is 
light; we already have paradise so why do we need your life and all its load? Your greed blinds you of the things 
which are more important, the things of the spirit and not the flesh. Your physical world will not fill you; don’t deny 
your inner self – your spirit and soul. If you leave these unfulfilled you will always be empty inside regardless of your 
many outer things. You’ll remain in darkness and never find peace in this land. 
CG – My fellow native – this land will be settled whether you like it or not!  
(War breaks out over the land and continues intermittently throughout the land for decades to come)  


